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Houses for Haiti & Coin
Collection!

The children and staff have
worked to create beautiful little
"Houses for Haiti" pins. These
pins are on display in the main
lobby and being sold for
$5.00each. Children may bring
in cash or a check payable to
HMS (reference Haiti in the
memo) to purchase the pins.
Pins will also be on sale during
Parent/Teacher conferences
next week, as well. In
addition, a large doll house is
on display in the main lobby
and children may bring in change to fill that house with
coindonations. The final day for the drive will be Friday,
February 5. All money collected will then be donated to The
American Red Cross for the Earthquake victims. In the first
day of the sale, we already raised over $300.00! Thank you
for your generosity and support!

February 10th, 2010 at 6:00PM * Parent Education -
Causes and Treatments of Common Learning and
Behavior Problems

This session will overview the most common conditions
including ADD, ADHD, Dyslexia, OCD, PPD, Asperger's
Syndrome, and Autism. It will highlight unique discoveries,
causes, and treatments that will help parents and teachers
learn how to help children with these issues. If you would
like Dr. Ryan to address a specific behavior problem, please
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JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

Nikil Patel
Toddler 2

Kaycie Tirador
Children's House 2

Caroline Willey
Children's House 3

Nyle Patel
Children's House 3

Sky Gommeren
Children's House 4

Ella Ygfeldt-Smith
Lower Elementary 1

Aidra DeBlasio
Upper Elementary

Jack Warren
Upper Elementary

Kristin Lucente
Extended Care Director

Alison Gaito

Lower Elementary 1
Head Teacher

PARENT'S CORNER

note it on the registration form. The Program will be
facilitated by Dr. Trent Ryan, D.C., D.A.C.N.B., and a Board
Certified Chiropractic Neurologist, who is representing the
Foundation for Wellness Professionals. The session will be in
the library and is free of charge to families and guests.

There is no childcare available during night sessions. Please
email Caroline directly at cmoulsdale@thehms.org to register
ASAP.

Summer Adventures Camp registration begins on
Monday, February 1st!

Registration packets were sent home in backpacks this
week. If you have any questions or did not get a packet,
please contact Dan at dzakrociemski@TheHMS.org.

Lost & Found

Just a reminder, if your child is missing
any clothing, please check the Lost &
Found baskets located by the gym. There
are several winter coats and sweatshirts in
the baskets.

HMS HAWKS BASKETBALL

Come out to support the team!

Tuesday, February 9th
Away Game at Wilmington Montessori at 3:45PM

Wednesday, February 17th
Home Game with Wilmington Montessori at 3:40PM

Friday, February 19th
Students vs Staff Basketball Game at HMS at 6:00PM

2010 MONTE CARLO FUNDRAISER

"A Night at the Hard Rock"

As the holidays have passed, we are busy planning our
annual fundraiser. A packet went home in backpacks last
week. The event is called "A Night at the Hard Rock" and
it will be a Monte Carlo fundraising event. Save the date for
Friday, March 26th from 6:30pm to 11:30pm. Put on
your jeans and come for a casual evening of music, food, and
fun. We have 3 live acts lined up to entertain you and we
are planning a delicious menu of food.
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Recycled Electronics
There is an electronics
collection bin at the
Recycling Center located
off of Route 41 at the
Emily Bissell Hospital.
You can recycle old TVs,
PCs, etc.

FOR SALE

Burley solo bike trailer in
great condition (tires have
no wear). It has the bug
screen cover and clear
plastic cover, safety
harness and storage area
behind seat. It easily
attaches to the rear of
your bike frame. This
trailer is rated for 60lbs.
$80.00 or BO. Call Dee at
302-521-0600.

ALUMNI UPDATES

A few updates from our
8th Grade graduates:

Buster Thompson, a
senior at a public high
school in Florida, has a
4.3 GPA and a
membership with the
National Honor Society.
He has already been
accepted to 2 out of 3
colleges in Florida
including Stetson
University in DeLand and
Eckerd College St.
Petersburg. He is waiting
for word back from New
College.

Nick Tolton, a senior at
St. Mark's High school,
was recently accepted at
the University of Delaware
and is going to go for a
Degree in Business
Administration. He plans
to be a State Trooper and

We need help from all our Hockessin Montessori families. We
are holding meetings on the following Wednesday's: January
27, February 17, and March 10. There are two meetings
each day: a meeting at 8:30am at the school and a meeting
at 7pm at the home of Rich and Tina Klumpp. Please join us
and help us with this fun event.

We need help with many details, mostly securing silent
auction items for the event. Please feel free to contact
vendors using the donation letter that went home last week.
If you do solicit a vendor, please email me at
richandtina@verizon.net to let me know the outcome.

Letters have gone out to over 200 vendors in this area.
However, most do not donate until they have been visited. A
vendor will be most likely to donate if asked by a patron.
Please ask all vendors you do business with so that we can
have a successful event. We truly appreciate it.

We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting and we
truly hope you plan to attend the event. It will be great fun
(and we promise to have access to NCAA March Madness!!).
Each classroom will again be creating original works of art to
be auctioned at the event. It is very exciting to watch the
live bidding on these wonderful items. And it is such a great
opportunity to get to know the other families in our school.
Hope to see you there!

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions.
Rich and Tina Klumpp, event co-chairs

CALENDAR

for our updated
January School Calendar.

Fridays, 8:00AM
"The Wonder of Boys" Book Discussion Groups in the
Library

Parents are invited to purchase the book for $15 and then
join Janette Henry and other parents to discuss the book -
one chapter each week. Mark your calendars, the discussion
groups are scheduled for 1/29, 2/5, 2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12,
3/26, 4/16 and 4/23. Please send cash or a check (payable
to HMS) to Janette if you are interested in participating.

Friday, January 29, 10:00AM

HMS Science Olympiad Egg Drop

In this competition, Upper Elementary Students will be
challenged to use specific materials (rubber bands, index
cards, etc.) to create a device that will protect an egg that is


mailto:richandtina@verizon.net
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102970824619&s=11527&e=001nwkeFmUPDPF8gTOrbo03M6ydmih_bZG9RlZPz_uEWwCaF-MjFV-owTtA50IcKaaiP7-qxKRO0U9R2MumhW3UqNy5shQDQvd1b99mEJC_V_paoTsxXVRNMS0G4ulASQqG

has already started doing
ride-alongs with the state
police.

dropped from 5 meters above. The two finalists will move on
to the Science Olympiad at Saint Marks High school on
February 6.

Monday, February 1 & Tuesday, February 2

SCHOOL CLOSED, Parent/Teacher Conferences

If you have not signed up for a Parent/Teacher Conference,
please register with your child's teacher. Sign-ups are being
done online or a hard copy posted at the classroom door.
Vacation Care is available for those who have pre-
registered.

Tuesday, February 2, Middle School Field Trip
Middle School field trip to the Holocaust Museum in
Washington, DC.

Wednesday, February 3, Upper Elementary Field Trip
Upper Elementary field trip to the Academy of Natural
Sciences in Philadelphia.

Wednesday, February 3, 10, 17

In House Science Field Trip for Children's House

Miss Thelma Dooley will begin a 4 week session on "WATER,"
where the children will visit the HMS Science Lab for
experiments.

Thursday, February 4, Drama Club Begins

and Tuesday, February 9, Dance Club Begins

This year's performance will be "Willy Wonka & The
Chocolate Factory." Registration information was emailed
last week; if you would like additional information or have
questions, please contact Caroline at
cmoulsdale@thehms.org.

Friday, February 5, 9:30AM, HMS Spelling Bee
Upper Elementary and Middle School students will compete in
the first round of the Scripps National Spelling Bee in the

gym.

Saturday, February 6, 9:00AM
Science Olympiad at St. Marks High School

Monday (2/8) through Thursday (2/11)
ERB Testing for 3rd grade through Middle School
students

February 10, 6:00PM * Parent Education -
Causes and Treatments of Common Learning and
Behavior Problems

See Announcements section for more information.

February 11
Re-Enrollment Contracts & New Sibling Contracts
issued to HMS families.


mailto:cmoulsdale@thehms.org

Friday, February 12

SCHOOL CLOSED, Staff Professional Development Day
HMS will host The Montessori Teachers Association of
Delaware (MTAD) Conference. Approximately, 200
Montessori teachers will spend the day at HMS visiting
various educational workshops and seminars.

Friday, February 15
SCHOOL CLOSED, Presidents' Day Holiday

Saturday, February 20

Winter Tubing and Skiing Event

A full day of skiing and tubing at Blue Mountain in The
Poconos! Skiing is available for children, ages 7-14 and
tubing is offered to children 3 feet and up. As long as our
group is more than 15 people we will qualify for the
discounted rates. The cost of an all day skiing pass for
children ages 7-18 is $34.00 and adults is $42 (these prices
exclude ski rental); the cost of tubing is $25 per person (all
ages). Registration deadline is Thursday, February
4th. If you have questions or would like to register/RSVP,
please contact HMS Parent, Joanne Shaver at
Joanne.Shaver@Verizon.net or you can contact Jill at
jmarine@thehms.org. A special thank you to Joanne for
organizing and planning the event, it sounds like a great day
of family fun!

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN THANK YOU!

WE ARE PLEASED TO THANK MANY OF OUR FAMILIES,
GRANDPARENTS, FRIENDS AND STAFF FOR
SUPPORTING OUR 2009-2010 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN.

Middle School

Paxson/Demarest Family, HMS Family

Mersman Family, HMS Family & Board Member
Joan Henry, HMS Grandparent

Henry/DeBlasio Family, HMS Family & Staff Member
Bob & Patti Ridout, HMS Grandparents
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Upper Elementary

Simonds Family, HMS Family

Warren Family, HMS Family

Silveira Family, HMS Family

Sally Cochran, HMS Grandparent

Vince & Nancy DiBenedetto, HMS Grandparents
Hunt Family, HMS Family

E R )

Lower Elementary
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Agarwal Family, HMS Family

Gimbutas Family, HMS Family

Spizzo Family, HMS Family

Ronald & Julie Anne Brown, HMS Grandparents
Gilliam Family, HMS Family & Staff Member
Klumpp Family, HMS Family & Board Member
Brookler Family, HMS Family

Hideko Willey, HMS Grandparent

Anne Macdonald, HMS Grandparent
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Children's House

Kahlon Family, HMS Family

Ahuja Family, HMS Family & Staff Member
Marine Family, HMS Family & Staff Member
Marchiani Family, HMS Family & Staff Member
Moulsdale Family, HMS Family & Staff Member
Athey Family, HMS Family

Richard & Jervlyn Cherrin, HMS Grandparents
Nash Family, HMS Staff Members

Richard & Nancy Komacek, HMS Grandparents
Paul Neill, HMS Grandparent
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Toddler

1 Ronald & Densey Juvonen, HMS Grandparents
1 Silliman Family, HMS Family

Alumni
1 Nolan Family, Alumni Family
1 Lucente Family, Alumni Family & Board Member
1 Chitra Family, Alumni Family & Board Member
1 Bennett Family, Alumni Family & Past Board Member

HMS Staff

1 100% participation by our HMS Teachers and Staff!

WHY MONTESSORI?

36 Reasons to Keep Your Child in Montessori for Kindergarten
By: Tim Seldin

1.

2.

Does your child love school and can't wait to go every day? If so, consider yourself
lucky. Why tinker with a winning school situation when so many families are
frustrated and disappointed?

Your child has waited two long years to be one of the five-year-old leaders of her
class.
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10.
11.

12

13

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
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23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
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30.

31.

The third year is the time when many of the earlier lessons come together and
become a permanent part of the young child's understanding. An excellent example is
the early introduction to addition with large number through the Bank Game. When
children leave Montessori at age five, many of their still-forming concepts evaporate,
just as a child living overseas will learn to speak two languages, but may quickly lose
the second language if his family moves back home.

As a five-year-old, your child has many opportunities to teach the younger children
lessons that he learned when he was their age. Research proves that this experience
has powerful benefits for both tutor and tutoree.

As five-year-olds, Montessori children normally go on to even more fascinating
lessons and more advanced Montessori materials, such as the Stamp Game.

The Primary Montessori curriculum is much more sophisticated than that found in
most kindergartens.

Having spent two years together, your child's teachers know her very, very well.
Your child already knows most of her classmates. She has grown up in a safe,
supportive classroom setting.

If your child goes on to another school, he will spend the first half of the year just
getting used to the new educational approach.

Montessori introduces young children to basic geometry.

Montessori math is based on the European tradition of unified mathematics.

.In many Montessori schools, five-year-olds are beginning to read the Junior Great

Books.

. Five-year-olds have a real sense of running their classroom community.
14.
15.
16.

Montessori children learn how to learn.

In Montessori, five-year-olds learn to love learning.

Even in kindergarten, Montessori children are studying cultural geography and begin
to grow into global citizens.

In Montessori, your child can continue to progress at her own pace. In traditional
kindergarten, she will have to wait while the other children being to catch up.

In Montessori, five-year-olds work with intriguing learning materials, such as the
Trinomial Cube.

With the Land and Water Forms, he'll learn about lakes, islands, isthmuses, straits,
capes, archepellagos, peninsulas, and other geographical forms, rather than circles,
squares, and rectangles.

In art, she'll learn about Picasso and Renoir, rather than learn her basic colors.

In Montessori, your child has been treated with a deep respect as a unique individual.
The school has been equally concerned for his intellectual, social, and emotional
development.

Montessori schools are warm and supportive communities of students, teachers, and
parents. Children can't easily slip through the cracks!

Montessori consciously teaches children to be kind and peaceful.

Montessori classrooms are bright and exciting environments for learning.

In Montessori schools, learning is not focused on rote drill and memorization. Our goal
is to develop students who really understand their schoolwork.

Montessori students learn through hands-on experience, investigation, and research.
They become actively engaged in their studies, rather than passively waiting to be
spoon-fed.

Montessori is consciously designed to recognize and address different learning styles,
helping students learn to study most effectively.

We challenge and set high expectations for all our students, not only a special few.
Montessori students develop self-discipline and an internal sense of purpose and
motivation.

Montessori schools normally reflect a highly diverse student body and their curriculum
promotes mutual respect and a Global perspective.

Montessori instills within students a love for the natural world. Natural science and
outdoor education is an important element of our children's experience.



32.

33.

34

35.

36.

The Montessori curriculum is carefully structured and integrated to demonstrate the
connections among the different subject areas. Every class teaches critical thinking,
composition, and research. History lessons link architecture, the arts, science, and
technology.

In Montessori schools, students learn to care about other through community service.

.In Montessori schools, we not only teach; we facilitate learning, coach our students

along, and come to know them as friends and mentors.

Students in Montessori schools are not afraid of making mistakes; they see them as
natural steps in the learning process.

Montessori students learn to collaborate and work together in learning and on major
projects. They strive for their personal best, rather than compete against one another
for the highest grade in their class.

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING AT HMS?

Winter Music Program







PLEASE NOTE - If you are unable to view the pictures, please change your email
settings to allow email to display photos or click the link at the top of your
page. Feel free to send us comments, questions and suggestions.

Sincerely,
The Hockessin Montessori School
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